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The Big Seattle Automotive Show of 1923 

By Art Schick 

 

Some of you may have missed the Automotive Show, February 

10 through 17, 1923, in Seattle.  The Seattle Star newspaper of 

Saturday, 10 February contained a multi-page insert with all the 

scoop!  This fourth annual exposition included “Latest models 

of practically every automobile of American Manufacture”. 

The Auto Show insert contained ads from dealers for Nash

(coupe-$2,390),Overland (sedan-$860, touring-$525), Haynes

(The car that made Sport models famous), Rickenbacker(A car 

worthy of the name), Star( roadster-$525), Studebaker($1,190 - 

$2,040), Hupmobile($1,315 at $50/month), Gardner(five bearing 

crankshaft), as well as brands still sold today. 

The Chevrolet ad announces that they “will not exhibit at the 

auto show” but all Chevrolet models are on exhibit at their 12th 

Ave & Madison Store and at their 4th Ave and University Show-

room. 

In addition to ads, the Star’s insert contained “news” articles on 

a number of brands.  Studebaker new included both Light Six 

and the Big Six.  Hupmobile will build 40,000 cars for the 1923 

market.  Star warned that “Builders are swamped” expect deliv-

ery delays.  Oakland announced a new guarantee on every me-

chanical part. Gardner has “Salient Improvements” on their new 

model.  Rickenbacker’s new six breaths “pure air” through in-

vention of a new air cleaner. 

Assuming you missed the 1923 exposition – Do Not Dispair, The 

automobile is here to stay.  I’ll see you at the 1924 Automotive 

Show. 
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OVAC OWNER’s Manual 
 

The Olympic Vintage Auto Club (OVAC) is a non-profit organization, 
incorporated in Kitsap County, Washington in 1959.  The mission of the 
Club is the preservation and enjoyment of vintage motor vehicles in 
stock condition. 
The address is OVAC, PO Box 1614, Silverdale, WA 98383 
Vehicles eligible for touring must be thirty (30) or more years old and 
have no modifications with the following exceptions: (1) modifications 
or accessories that were available at the time of manufacture; or (2) 
changes or additions for safety purposes. Ownership of such a vehicle 
is not a requirement for membership in OVAC. 
Monthly meetings are held the third Thursday of each month, except 
for the months of January,  August, and December. 
 

OVAC OFFICERS 

President 

Pat Ward    ~ spectapper@aol.com         ~ 360-621-8747 

Vice-President 

Pete Britton              ~  360-535-4637  

Secretary 

Bonnie Chrey      ~ bchrey@wavecable.com     ~  360-308-0011 

Treasurer 

Bob Arper         ~    b.arper@comcast.net       ~    360-692-1465 

Immediate Past President 

Bonnie Chrey      ~ bchrey@wavecable.com     ~  360-308-0011 

 

OVAC Committees 

Swap Meet  Chairman 

Pete Britton        ~                                          ~    360-535-4637 

Financial Manager 

Bob Arper         ~    b.arper@comcast.net      ~   360-692-1465 

Vendor Coordinator                                                           

Dana  Lerma      ~  wak9dana@gmail.com      ~   360-710-9890 

Historian 

Pete Britton            ~  360-535-4637  

OVAC Webmaster 

Bob Arper         ~    b.arper@comcast.net      ~   360-692-1465 

The Duster 

Britt Feldman   ~   brittfeldman@comcast.net  ~ 360-620-5001 

Editor  

OVAC Business 
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SWAP MEET Update 
 

Bob Arper passed around financial 

sheets for the club, and reported our in-

come from the Swap Meet was just un-

der $7,000”. 

“Pete Britton spoke about the Swap 

Meet.  He was very pleased with the re-

sponse to help, and all the volunteers 

who stepped up to help the event be a 

success.  Looking forward to help for the 

next Swap Meet!~ Bonnie Chrey 

OVAC Donation to the Bllringer 



OVAC Banquet 
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We had a great turnout for our annual 
banquet held at the Elk’s on January 
14th, over 51 members and guests came 
to our event.  It had rained all week, 
but it was dry on Saturday.  What a 
welcome relief!  Our president, Pat, was 
gone on a South American Cruise, so I 
spoke for the club on some of the high-
lights of the past year, and introduced 
the board members for 2023.  All the 
current officers are continuing on for 
this next year; Pat Ward, President, 
Pete Britton, Vice President,  Bob Ar-
per, Treasurer, Bonnie Chrey, Secre-
tary. 
I stated the following remarks for the 
benefit of all; 

 
 

Thanks to Britt for the wonderful deco-
rations!  Work sent her to Florida this 
week, so she can’t be here. 
 
Our theme; “The Wheeler Dealers” tak-
en from our flyer for the Swap Meet.  
Theme and design of the flyer courtesy 
of Taffy Satter. 
 
Music at the event was performed by 
the Tammy Frost Trio, complements of 
OVAC, Rich Satter, and Sig Chrey. 
 
The club has had a good year.  Presi-
dent Pat wanted me to mention that she 
is pleased with the turnout at our meet-
ings.  She is on a South American cruise 
at this time! 
 
Some of the highlights for this year; 
OVAC participated in the Memorial Run 
for longtime member and supporter of 
our club,Fred Sears. 
 

Our Coming Out Party/meeting in July at 
Bob & Bev’s place on Mission Lake was 
well attended. 
 
There was a large turn-out for the Port 
Orchard Cruze in August, altho we did 
not win the Best Club Participation tro-
phy this year! Members did win individu-
al awards. 
We had a successful Swap Meet in Oct!  
Well received by the community and 
OVAC members came together to sup-
port this event!  We are going to repeat 
it again this year. 
 
OVAC divided $1,500 between 3 chari-
ties in December; The Bellringer fund 
thru the Kitsap Sun to support nine area 
food banks, Holly Ridge Center, and 
Hospice of Kitsap County. 
 
After this, we had drawings for 7 priz-
es, 5 gift certificates to area restau-
rants, and 2 calendars.  Congratulations 
to all the winners! 
 
See you all at the February meeting at 
The Family Pancake House! 
 
Bonnie Chrey, Secretary 



2023 TOURS AND EVENT CALENDAR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Let’s get some 

events on the  

calendar for 2023!! 
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  Coffee—Every Wednesday morning-Envy, Poulsbo, 8:00am 

 

Breakfast—Second and Fourth Thursday of each month Putters Restaurant, 

Rolling Hills Golf Course, 9:00am 

 

Find more updates at https://www.cruisinkitsap.com  

FEBRUARY 

4-Old Cars and Coffee-10am 

16-Monthly Meeting 

MARCH 

4-Old Cars and Coffee-10am 

16-Monthly Meeting 

APRIL 

1-Old Cars and Coffee-10am 

20-Monthly Meeting 

MAY 

6-Old Cars and Coffee-10am 

18-Monthly Meeting 

 

JUNE 

3-Old Cars and Coffee-10am 

15-Monthly Meeting 

JULY 

1-Old Cars and Coffee-10am 

20-Monthly Meeting 

AUGUST 

5-Old Cars and Coffee-10am 

No Monthly Meeting 

SEPTEMBER 

2-Old Cars and Coffee-10am 

21-Monthly Meeting 

 

OCTOBER 

7-Old Cars and Coffee-10am 

19-Monthly Meeting 

NOVEMBER 

4-Old Cars and Coffee-10am 

16-Monthly Meeting 

DECEMBER 

2-Old Cars and Coffee-10am 

NO Monthly Meeting 
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 Time to Re-Tire? 
It all started Friday evening before Memorial Day weekend, when 
my son called via his cell phone.  He was stranded on the side of 
the road outside Spokane. The 1992 Chevy Astro-van he was us-
ing for his summer painting business had just quit while he was 
on his way back to his dorm at Eastern Washington Universi-
ty.  His regular car, a Dodge Stratus, was parked at our home in 
Vancouver WA.  So since we didn’t know the extent of the prob-
lem, I agreed to haul his car to Spokane on my open car trailer 
and swap it for the van.  This would solve his transportation 
problem and I could fix the van at home.  Meanwhile, I called a 
friend in Spokane to help him tow his van off the freeway and get 
him back to his dorm that night. 
     Saturday morning, I loaded his car on my open car trailer and 
headed East on highway 84 through the Columbia River Gorge 
toward Spokane.  When I got past the lush green part of the 
gorge where the scenery turns desert-like, the 90+ degree heat 
was too much for the left front trailer tire and the tread peeled 
like it was a re-cap.  I pulled over and parked with the trailer tire 
just on the shoulder of the road so I could get my scissor jack on 
the pavement to jack up the trailer.  I soon learned that although 
the jack for my Dodge Durango was ideal for jacking up the trail-
er, the Durango lug wench did not fit the trailer lug nuts.  I was 
feeling good about being prepared for this because I also carry a 
socket set in my Durango and it worked just fine to remove the 
old rusty lug nuts.  
     I was also pleased that I had the forethought to buy a spare 
for the trailer at Dick’s Tire Factory where they mounted a usable 
used tire on an old rim they let me have for about twenty bucks 
the year before. But, when I tried to mount the spare, I discov-
ered that the five-lug pattern on the spare rim was slightly differ-
ent than the trailer rim (So much for good intentions).  So, I then 
had to un-hitch the trailer, put the spare and the trailer wheel 
into the Durango and head out to find a service station to re-
mount my spare tire on the trailer rim.  Since Arlington was clos-
er than Boardman, I had to go about ten miles East before I could 
get off the freeway to go twenty miles West back to Arling-
ton.  The little town of Arlington has two “gas stations” where 
you can get gas, snacks, beer, etc.  But you cannot get a tire 
changed!  When I asked around for a place to get my tire fixed, I 
was told to go to Boardman (about thirty miles East) or to a fabri-
cation shop about two miles south of town.  
     I headed south only to find the shop closed for the three-day 
weekend!  So, I went back to Arlington and asked for other op-
tions.  One of the sharper “gas station” attendants suggested I 
call the tow truck service that operated from a closed “service 
station” right next door.  I called, and when the driver finally ar-
rived, he advised me to go to the fabrication shop two miles 
south of town.  I told him it was closed & he immediately had a 
few colorful comments regarding the reliability of the owner.  I 
used my best-selling skills to convince him to use the service sta-
tion equipment to re-mount my tire.  It must have worked be-
cause to my surprise, he only charged me $10 to do the job. I 
drove back to my trailer, mounted the tire, hitched up and con-

tinued on my way three hours later.  All went well unloading the 
car and loading the van (if you consider winching a heavy vehicle 
onto a trailer with a come-along in 90-degree heat going well).  
     The next morning, I was on my way for the return trip to Van-
couver with the Astro-van on the trailer.  I went West on I-90 and 
South on SR 395 to I-84 toward Portland.  When I got down SR 
395 South exactly halfway between I-90 and the Tri-Cities at mile 
post 60, the right rear trailer tire peeled just like the left front 
one did the day before.  Again, I pulled off the road again in 90+ 
degree heat.  I had no spare for the trailer, it was Sunday, it was 
the middle of a three-day weekend and I was in the middle of 
nowhere! 
     “What would MacGyver do?”  While removing the wheel, I 
noticed that the Astro-van had the same size tires and the same 
bolt pattern as the trailer.  So I got the spare from the van and 
was beginning to think I was MacGyver when it went right on the 
trailer without a problem. I realized it would never be that easy 
when I let down the jack and the tire went almost flat.  So, I 
limped along at about 25 mph for several miles before I found 
another “gas station”.  I found it interesting that they actually 
kept the nozzle under the counter for the outside air hose, so I 
bought a soda, filled the tire and was finally on my way again 
about two hours later. 
     I gassed up and ate lunch in the Tri-Cities and continued to-
ward Portland on SR 395 to I-84.  Just east of Boardman, the trail-
er started making bumping sounds.  I slowed down and pulled off 
at a truck stop in Boardman to check it out.  I found that the left 
front trailer tire that I had re-mounted in Arlington the day be-
fore had a bulge so big I couldn’t fit my fingers between the fend-
er and the tire.  
     There were too many big trucks around, so I limped into a rest 
stop about a mile West of Boardman and parked under a tree for 
shade in the heat of the day.  I then preformed a rather precari-
ous (and no doubt dangerous) procedure.  I jacked up the trailer 
and then jacked up the van on the trailer and swapped tires on 
both.  I put the bulged tire on the van with the bulge pointing up 
so when I secured the van to the trailer it would still sit level.  I 
mounted the van tire on the trailer and was on my way again 
about 1 ½ hours later.  I was getting pretty good at changing 
wheels and tires by then. In fact, I made it home in time for din-
ner that night. 
     I am telling you this story so you can all laugh & learn from my 
mistakes. Trailer tires don’t seem to wear out; they just die of old 
age at the most inconvenient times and places.  It was well past 
the time for my trailer to get “re-tired”.  My tires had like-new 
tread and appeared to be fine except for some slight cracking on 
the sidewalls. It was a secondhand trailer, so they could have 
been twenty-year-old originals. I got my trailer “retired” immedi-
ately after the three-day weekend with six-ply trailer tires (and 
fixed the van too). 
  

 Continued on page 6 
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“Re-tired Trailer Tips” 

1.   Always make sure your spare rim fits your trailer 
wheels. You probably won’t be 

      hauling a vehicle with interchangeable wheels and tires 
when you need one.  

2.   It is important to have trailer tires on your trailer if you 
carry heavy loads.  Passenger 

      tires just aren’t made to do this. Passenger tires will 
bulge and modify your fenders! 

3.  Always check tire pressure on all your tires including the 
spares on the trailer and tow 

     vehicle.  Otherwise, you can carry a bicycle pump if you 
need the exercise. 

4   Carry a lug wrench and jack to fit your trailer. Try 
mounting your trailer spare 

     before leaving home to see if everything works.  Don’t 
wait until you’re in the desert. 

--  

Mark Shaw 
PBR List Owner 
Vancouver WA USA 

Time to Re-Tire? Cont’d 

OVAC Facebook Page: 
  OVAC Car Club-Kitsap County Washington 

Moderator Jon Lechich 

jipjob@gmail.com 

 

Please join the page and post or send your car 

photos to Jon~ 



A Brief History of Power Steering 
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Ever see an old movie, and notice the driver turn-

ing the wheel over, and over—just to make a 

right at a stoplight? That’s because that car 

probably didn’t have power steering! We take it 

for granted today that even the oldest cars have 

power steering. For much of automotive history 

the steering wheel was a mechanical means of 

turning the wheel, this made it especially hard to 

turn the wheels when the car was at a complete 

stop, as friction fought the driver for every de-

gree turned. 

The first commercial power steering was made 

available by Chrysler in 1951, however the first 

patent for power steering came in 1876, and im-

proved with a hydraulic version in 1902 by Fred-

erick W. Lanchester. All to no avail, none of 

these designs were adopted by the handful of 

car manufacturers operating at the time. 

It wasn’t until the Roaring Twenties, that the pro-

totypes for later incarnations of power steering 

were born. Francis Davis invented the first power 

steering that was actually fitted into a car, in 

fact the system used by Chrysler in 1951 leaned 

heavily on Davis’ model. 

The true utility of power steering wasn’t fully dis-

played until the Second World War, when Davis’ 

power steering patents were used to ease the 

strains of controlling heavy war machines such 

as armored vehicles. As with most inventions 

with military applications, the necessity of battle 

pushed the fledgling technology to prominence. 

By war’s end over 10,000 vehicles were stalking 

battlefields the world over with the aid of power 

steering. 

After the Second World War, Chrysler champi-

oned the technology, and over 1 million vehicles 

featured power steering by 1953. Despite the 

ubiquity of the technology, all power steering 

systems are not created equal! In fact, with the 

addition of electronic and multivariable technol-

ogies, great strides have been made in steering 

technology within the last 10 years, with compa-

nies such as Citroen, Toyota and Honda also re-

leasing patents related to power steering. 

We’ve come a long way from vacuum powered 

steering wheels, and even farther from the tillers 

originally used as steering mechanisms. So the 

next time you’re able to quickly turn your wheels 

to avoid something in your path, be sure to thank 

Francis Davis—the father of modern power steer-

ing! 

Written by Dara Greaney 

https://www.buyautoparts.com/power-steering-rack.html
https://www.buyautoparts.com/power-steering-gear-box.html
https://www.buyautoparts.com/power-steering-gear-box.html
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John Dankers 



OVAC Banquet-by Jim Barnes 
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Book Sale 
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OVAC Membership/Renewal Form 
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Olympic Vintage Auto Club 

P.O. Box 1614 

Silverdale, WA 98383 

  OVAC 


