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Dear OVAC members, Next Meeting
As published in last month's Duster, Don Feldman 18 June
(our club's president) has stepped down due to some Fan;ggoPa?&:I;e “I;I:yuse
serious health issues. As your elected vice president, LI IR LY L ELE
I have stepped up to be your interim club president. 6PM
Our bylaws allow for elections as needed. Therefore,
I propose that at our next scheduled club meeting
(June 18th ) we nominate and elect someone to fill
Don's term as our club's president for the remainder
of this year. Please seriously consider volunteering to

run for this position. i
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OVAC OWNER’s M | .
= ¥anua Elections

The Olympic Vintage Auto Club (OVAC) is a non-profit organization,
incorporated in Kitsap County, Washington in 1959. The mission of the

Club is the preservation and enjoyment of vintage motor vehicles in Please let Bob
stock condition.

The address is OVAC, PO Box 1614, Silverdale, WA 98383
Vehicles eligible for touring must be thirty (30) or more years old and know If you
have no modifications with the following exceptions: (1) modifications

or accessories that were available at the time of manufacture; or (2)

changes or additions for safety purposes. Ownership of such a vehicle

is not a requirement for membership in OVAC.

for he months of January, August and Decermber o o CeP! bmuhleman@hdtmaitt
OVAC OFFICERS ~ 360-337-9858
. »
President Elections at next month’s
meeting.

Vice-President
Bob Muhleman ~ bmuhleman@hotmail.com ~ 360-337-9858

Secretary- :
Bonnie Chrey ~ bchrey@wavecable.com ~ 360-710-6298 w
' e
\

Dana Lerma ~ wak9dana@gmail.com ~ 360-710-9890
Britt Feldman~ brittfeldman@comcast.net ~ 360-620-5001

Treasurer

Bob Arper ~ b.arper@comcast.net ~ 360-692-1465
Immediate Past President

Pat Ward ~ spectapper@aol.com ~ 360-621-8747

27Ac Sommifiees COOL CAR CRUISE

Swap Meet Chairman
Sig Chrey

Financial Manager 16# gﬁ

Bob Arper ~ b.arper@comcast.net ~ 360-692-1465

Vendor Coordinator
Dana Lerma ~ wak9dana@gmail.com ~ 360-710-9890

OVAC Webmaster
Addie Talbot ~ talbotaddie@gmail.com ~360-535-4090 Lowes-Wheaton Way

The Duster
Britt Feldman ~ brittfeldman@comcast.net ~ 360-620-5001




Old Cars and Coffee-Jin sames

Old Cars and
Coffee May 9
2026

The Weather, Date and Time change were all Now it’s time to burn some Fuel as we take the
concerns going into this Month’s Old Cars and Back Roads to Silverdale. | was a bit concerned
Coffee. All proved to be of little consequence as since the first time we ran the route we missed a
Saturday proved to be nice day. | hadn’theard turn on the Roundabout and spend a great deal
from many folks and was wondering how many  of time trying to figure out where we were. This
folks would be able to find Trophy Lake. My con- time things were different as we motored off. We
cerns grew as we arrived right at 9:30 and saw  opted to lead from the rear and hope for the best,
only one car we recognized. This can’t be an so we might get a few pictures. This went pretty
OVAC food related function | thought, as | could  well until Efendahl Pass Road where someone in
not see a large group of folks waiting. | told the the lead blew on past the great big yellow Ef-
Lady we would have between 10 and 20 folks for fendahl Pass, Road Sign and a number of folks
Breakfast but that appeared to be a bit iffy as six followed him. It did not take long for them to fig-
of us sat down and began ordering. Some oth- ure it out as we waited at the Intersection. From
ers began arriving and when all was said and there it was on to Dewatto and Seabeck via
done | counted seventeen Noses. some great little Back Roads.

Kudos to the Cooks and Wait Staff as they dida We would like to thank all who joined us and | do
great job getting the food out. believe we made it back without loosing anyone!
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2026 TOURS AND EVENT CALENDAR

We have some great
events on the

calendar for 2026!!

JUNE SEPTEMBER | =7

6-0ld Cars and Coffee-10am 5-Old Cars and Coffee-10am
16-Cool Car Cruise 5-8pm 15-Cool Car Cruise 5-8pm
Lowes-Wheaton Way
18-Monthly Meeting

JULY
4-0ld Cars and Coffee- OCTOBER
16-Monthly Meeting 3-0ld Cars and Coffee-10am >
11-Bay Point Car Show ' =

, .
11-Ju|?owntowf$h\elton f15-MonthipMeeting
S

Car Show-9-3pm ,17-0VAC SWAP Meet d
e e oo™ &\ novewaea ¥y
y 7-0ld Cars and Coffee-10am
AUGUST 19-Monthly Meeting )
1-0ld Cars and Coffee-10am
No Monthly Meeting DECEMBER
18-Cool Car Cruise 5-8pm 5-0ld Cars and Coffee-10am
Lowes-Wheaton Way No Monthly Meeting
Please check with the

tour host for more

information!

LI |
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Fabric Roofs Inserts

SATURDAY, JUNE 6
® 9:30 AM Y27/

9 CAMP UNION AFTERWAD,S!

— fumry Al classic and vintage vehicles welcome! >
) PLEASE CONTACT BONNIE CHREY 360-710-6298 FOR MORE DETAILS. (-
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The Wing Window

The car vent window—also known as a wing win- Cleaner Styling: Automakers realized they could

dow or "ventipane"—was a triangular, pivoting
window on a car's front doors. Patented by Gen-
eral Motors in 1932, it allowed fresh air into the
cabin without the wind noise and buffeting
caused by rolling down the main window.

The Golden Age: 1930s to 1960s

Before widespread air conditioning, car cabins
were notoriously hot and stuffy. To solve this,
General Motors introduced "No Draft Individually
Controlled Ventilation" on all their 1933 vehicles.
These windows, later affectionately dubbed
"Venti-panes" (and often produced by GM'’s Fish-
er Body subsidiary), could pivot outward to
scoop fresh air into the car or pivot inward to
create a vacuum that pulled stale air out.

Because they directed air directly at the passen-
ger's face or chest, they were a massive hit. By
the late 1940s, they became a staple on both
luxury and everyday vehicles, frequently ac-
cented with polished chrome or stainless steel
trim to blend seamlessly with the car's body X
lines. They were also highly favored by smokers ™%

who could vent cigarette smoke quickly without
getting passengers in the back seat full of ash.

The Decline: Late 1960s to 1980s

By the late 1960s, automotive trends and tech-
nologies began shifting, leading to the rapid
disappearance of the wing window. Several fac-
tors led to their demise:

e The Rise of A/C: Air conditioning transi-
tioned from a highly expensive, luxury novelty
to a standard feature in most vehicles, making
the vent window largely obsolete.

e Aerodynamics & Wind Noise: Automotive
designs shifted toward sleeker, more aerody-
namic shapes. The chrome hinges and seams
of vent windows created unwanted wind re-
sistance and wind noise on the highway.

e Cost and Leakage: The intricate metal hing-
es, latches, and rubber weather stripping re-
quired for vent windows added production
costs and were notorious for drying out and
leaking over time.

JUNE 2026

achieve a much cleaner, unblemished profile by
eliminating the vertical divider bar and using sol-
id, one-piece windows, which also helped reduce
the number of potential blind spots.

Luxury vehicles like the 1966 Buick Riviera and
Oldsmobile Toronado led the charge by shed-
ding their Ventipanes. While some trucks and
specific models kept them into the 1980s and
1990s, vent windows eventually vanished from
the mainstream.

Legacy

While they may seem like a relic of the past,
classic car enthusiasts and older drivers often
lament their disappearance. The wing window
remains a symbol of classic mid-century Ameri-
can car culture.

CRUISE
- QL
Every 3rd Tuesday of the month

5 to 8 PM

E. Bremerton LOWE’S Home Improvement
5600 WA-state hwy 303 (Wheaton Way)

April 21st May 19th

June 16th July 21st
Aug 18th  Sept 15th

o
A

Contacts
Bruce Muhleman
360-620-5369
Ron Muhleman
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WAS THE CORVAIR AS BAD AS RALPH NADER CLAIMED?

In his book “Unsafe at Any Speed”, the famous
and often outspoken political activist Ralph Nad-
er claimed that the ChevroletOpens a new win-

dow Corvair was the most dangerous automobile
on the road in the 1960s. While Ralph Nader cer-
tainly made some valid points in his most popu-
lar book, the Corvair may not have been as bad
as he claimed.

Nader’s Arguments

In the first chapter of “Unsafe at Any Speed”,
Nader fired a barrage of criticisms at the Ameri-
can automobile industry by stating that the Cor-
vair was a “one-car accident”. While Nader
viewed most automobiles to be dangerous, he
targeted the Chevrolet Corvair due to its uncon-
ventional design. Unlike many other vehicles, the
Corvair utilized a swing-axle suspension system.
This specific system on the Corvair caused tire
pressure requirements that were not in line with
existing industry standards. These unregulated
requirements were often not filled by the owners
of Corvairs. While this was a major problem of
the original Corvair, a larger problem developed
from the vehicle’s inability to bear heavy loads
without handling issues developing. Over-
steering issues were also caused by the absence
of an anti-sway bar in the Corvair. While these

JUNE 2026

are real issues, it is important to note that many
drivers of Corvairs did not experience any prob-
lems with handling.

The Actual Problem

Nader may have had a point when he discussed
the Corvair’s issues, but he clearly had an agenda
that was a disservice to car enthusiasts. Nader
seemed to miss the point that the rear engine
may have also been a contributing factor that
lead to many accidents. The rear engine place-
ment in the Corvair caused a weight imbalance
that resulted in poor handling. As a performance
vehicle, many people enjoyed driving the Corvair
at high speeds. When combined with poor han-
dling, high speeds can lead to an accident when
the driver attempts to correct a steering error.
Another issue with the Corvair occurred after the
initial accident. Due to the weak hinges that con-
nected the hood to the frame of the car, the
hood often became a dangerous projectile that
caused many fatalities.

Not All Corvairs Are Dangerous

These design errors only apply to original unal-
tered Corvairs from 1962. After the problems of
the Corvairs were realized by third-party manu-
facturers and mechanics, aftermarket parts that
made the vehicle safer became rather common.
One of the most common solutions employed by
mechanics involved attaching brackets to the
chassis of the Corvair. This reduced the pressure
placed on the front of the vehicle and handling
improved. By 1964, these aftermarket repairs
were no longer necessary; Chevrolet implement-
ed safer designs for all new Corvairs.

THE DUSTER



https://www.coolridesonline.net/news-blog/news-entertainment/made-in-the-usa-baseball-hot-dogs-apple-pie-and-chevrolet/
https://www.coolridesonline.net/news-blog/news-entertainment/made-in-the-usa-baseball-hot-dogs-apple-pie-and-chevrolet/

<

Part of what makes this hobby and the markets sur-
rounding it so interesting is how organic and ever-
changing they are. Tastes shift, new people start par-
ticipating in the old car world, and prices adjust to re-
flect that. That’s why Hagerty updates our price guide
four times per year.

Over the past 12 months, words like “cooling,”
“softening,” or “more cautious” have dominated con-
versations about the market as a whole, but that
doesn’t mean there weren’t big moves for certain indi-
vidual vehicles. Below are the ones that moved the
most up, and the most down, in 2025.

1948-52 Ford F-Series

Median condition #2 change: -32%

These pickups were showroom rivals to GM’s Ad-
vanced Design line. They were also Ford’s first all-
new postwar vehicles, as well as the very first F-
Series, which has since become the most recognized
and best-selling line of pickups out there.

The field of classic trucks, however, is a crowded one.
Although these first-gen F-Series effectively doubled
in value from 2015 to the early 2020s, they’ve been

sliding since the beginning of 2024. The current medi-
an #2 value is $31,800, which is lower than it was at
the beginning of 2019, before even adjusting for infla-
tion.

1966-83 Fiat 124, 1983-85 Pininfarina Azzurra

— — = —

Median condition #2 change: +45%

Fiat marketed attractive convertible models in the
U.S. starting in the 1950s. They were typically lower-
priced but less lively than the alternatives from Alfa
Romeo. This trend continued into the 1960s with the
124 Spider, introduced in 1966. The handsome, Pin-
infarina-styled convertible started with a 1.5-liter twin-
cam engine but displacement changed over the
years, even if the basic styling and layout of the car
didn’t. After Fiat left the U.S. market (for the first time)
in ‘83, Pininfarina picked up the mantle and sold the
same basic car as the “Pininfarina Azzurra” for anoth-
er few years. For decades, these svelte Fiats and Pin-
infarinas were one of the cheapest ways into motor-
ing dolce vita, but prices have definitely gone up, es-
pecially this year.

This is less a story of big-dollar gains than it is one of
percentages. In excellent condition, most Fiat-badged
versions can be had in the low-$20K range. The Pin-
infarina versions are rarer, supposedly better built,
and have a more premium badge, but they still sit at
$33K in excellent condition. Few classic Italian drop-
tops can be had for so little.

Continued on pg 9


https://www.hagerty.com/valuation-tools/search?q=1949+ford+f-1&p=1&st=ymm
https://www.hagerty.com/valuation-tools/search?q=fiat+124+spider&p=1&st=ymm
https://www.hagerty.com/valuation-tools/search?q=Pininfarina+Azzurra&p=1&st=ymm

The Collector Car Market’s Big Winners and Losers in 2025 cont’d

1951-57 Hudson Hornet
Median condltlon #2 change -30%

Hornets are neat cars. They rode on Hudson’s unique
“step-down” chassis that gave it a lower, sleeker profile
and driving position than other American cars of their day,
and despite the early models’ six-cylinder engines, Hor-
nets regularly bested more powerful competition in early
’50s NASCAR racing.

But Hudson also became a defunct brand before many car
enthusiasts were even born. Even with some star power
as “Doc Hudson” in the Pixar movie Cars, the Hornet
doesn’t have the staying power and wider cultural rele-

Median condition #2 change: +50%

Honda’s famous two-seater hatchback, the CRX, brought
cheap and cheerful fun to enthusiasts across America and
became an icon of tuner culture. These little cars are defi-
nitely still cheerful, but they’re not so cheap anymore, as
the supply of clean, unmodified, low-mileage examples
has dwindled in front of higher demand.

Indeed, the CRX has made several of these “winner” lists
from the Hagerty Price Guide in recent years, and since
the beginning of 2020 the median condition #2 value is up
by a whopping 168%. The desire for these pocket rockets
is so strong that one of the 1988-91 cars in excellent
shape is currently worth $45,500. That much money will
almost buy you a brand new Civic Type R, which comes
with exactly triple the horsepower as well as a warranty,
but doesn’t come with the same old-school charm.

1984-91 Jeep Grand Wagoneer

vance as something like a Tri-Five Chevy, '57 Thunderbird,

or ’59 Cadillac. Hornet prices grew a bit during the early
2020s along with just about every other classic car, but
have been falling since last year. The current median #2
value of $32,300 is roughly the same as it was three years
ago in pure dollar terms. Adjusted for inflation, though, the
value is about where it was in 2013.

1985-91 Honda CRX

JUNE 2026

Median condition #2 change: -28%
On the new car market, the love for pricey, premium luxury
4x4s in the U.S. is as strong as ever. The roots of our af-
fection for luxury SUVs go back a lot further, though, and
Jeep’s 1984-91 Grand Wagoneer was the weapon of
" choice in the affluent suburbs and vacation towns of yup-
« pie-era America.
. Nostalgia for those woodgrain-clad boxes helped pull pric-
¢ es up in the late 2010s and values exploded during the
early 2020s. In the gotta-have-it, pay-whatever-it-costs
craziness of 2022, we even asked if a $154K Grand Wag-
oneer sale was “peak market insanity.” Yep, turns out it
was. Sale prices have definitely come back down to earth
since. The median #2 value for Grand Wagoneers at the
¢ end of 2025 is $45,900. At first glance that looks a lot high-
= er than the $36,600 it was at the beginning of 2020, but
® when you adjust for inflation the two numbers are within a
hundred bucks of each other.

CONTINUED ON PG. 11
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https://www.hagerty.com/valuation-tools/search?q=hudson+hornet&p=1&st=ymm
https://www.hagerty.com/valuation-tools/search?q=1957+thunderbird
https://www.hagerty.com/valuation-tools/search?q=1959+cadillac&p=1&st=ymm
https://www.hagerty.com/valuation-tools/search?q=honda+crx&p=1&st=ymm
https://www.hagerty.com/valuation-tools/search?q=jeep+grand+wagoneer&p=1&st=ymm
https://www.hagerty.com/media/market-trends/hagerty-insider/is-this-154000-grand-wagoneer-peak-market-insanity/

OVAC MEETING MINUTES-21 May 2026

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Ron
Muhleman at 6:00PM at the Family Pancake House on Kitsap
Way

The flag salute followed.

Attendees — 31

Sunshine Report — Don Feldman reported that he had been
diagnosed with mesothelioma and started treatment this week.
Ron O’Neil reported that he went to Fieldstone to see Gerri
Sinclair, Ted Austin and another member and all enjoyed the
visit.

Approval of Minutes — April Meeting Minutes were approved.

Treasurers Report — Bob Arper gave his report. Expenses this
month were for stamps and printing for the Duster. Last month
several members paid bringing the club total to 73 (others paid
at the meeting). Pat Ward is available to do the financial audit.

SWAP Meet —. The swap meet planning discussion happened
after the meeting, but Dana e-mailed prior to the meeting that
“Last years vendors have until July 1st to either pay or contact
Dana and $795.00 in booth fees have been paid. After July 1st,
Dana will open booths up for everyone else and know how
many spaces are available.”

Old Business:

Retsil-Bob Arper does not have a date for the Retsil Car Show
yet, but will be contacting them soon. It was suggested NOT to
have it on a Saturday, since there were so many events already
scheduled.

Reminder about Marty Caraway’s Celebration of Life event on
Saturday 30 May 1-3:30 at the Eagles Club 4001 Jackson Ave.
SE, Port Orchard, WA 98366.

Please remember to RSVP to (360) 427-5831 and bring a des-
sert!

New Business —

Bob Muhleman suggested that when an officer steps down in
the middle of a term, that there should be new elections. He
would like to have new nominations and elections next month
for President and/or Vice President. Please contact him if you
are interested.

Ron O’Neil mentioned that several people attended the Navy
Band concert and had a nice time.

The Handlers are putting on a Car Show at the Bremerton Air
Show at Bremerton Airport (The Air Show is 11-2 July-but the
Car Show says 12-13)Please check the link for more details.
Classic Car Show | Bremerton Air Show Cost is $50/car.

Bay Point Car Show will be held on 11 July -Free food, band etc.
Downtown Shelton Car show 11 July

JUNE 2026

Bonn and Sig Chrey will be hosting Old Cars and coffee in June.
More to come. (Please see page 5)

Don will contact Ernie for the Port Orchard Cruz.
Also, for the updated list of events, please see Jim Barnes’
webpage Kitsap Car Events and information

Meeting adjourned at 6:26pm.

After the meeting we discussed the Swap Meet:

This will be the last Swap Meet (unless we have good attend-
ance and if the “younger” folks would like to continue the
event). This will be discussed after the Swap Meet.

Bob Arper will complete the paperwork and pay to reserve the
President’s Hall.

Bob Muhleman will work with the Fire Marshall and reminded
us that several people may need to update their Crowd Control
Training: CrowdManagers It costs $24.95 and takes about 2
hours.

Addie Talbot will be working on Fliers and social media. Jim
Barnes already created a save the date flyer. We will get copies
made and hand them out at the next meeting so that these can
be distributed widely.

Britt will update Banners and Yard signs.

Stormy will be our food vendor and she has a trailer that can be
parked outside.

Bonnie will manage the Volunteers again this year.

We will reach out to Lynn Britton to see if she would like to do
coffee again this year. If not, we can use OVAC coffee urns etc.
Or get Starbucks “Joe To Go” for everyone.

Sig volunteered to be the POC for the event! (thank you Sig)

Cars on Callow-26 September 10-1
Britt submitted a permit to close down both streets

The group suggested that it be a Car Show awarding Trophies
(donated by OVAC-the old ones) for different categories. Ron
suggested to get the Police Chief, Fire Marshal, Mayor, CO of
PSNS etc. to select their favorite car as a prize. Possibly getting
different businesses to sponsor the award.

It was also suggested to have people register $15.00 for the
event, to host Valve Cover Races, have additional Vendors in
the area and have music and a DJ.

There was also a suggestion to do a Stained Glass demonstra-
tion!

Next meeting will be at Family Pancake House, Kitsap Way, on
June 18

Britt Feldman, Co-Secretary
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https://bremertonairshow.com/attractions/classic-car-show/
https://www.cruisinkitsap.com/
https://crowdmanagers.com/

The Collector Car Market’s Big Winners and Losers in 2025 cont’d

1979-1992 Mercedes-Benz G-Class (W460)

Median condition #2 change: +68%

Like the Grand Wagoneer in the '80s, the Mercedes G-Wagens mostly serve as bou-
gie-mobiles that don’t see anything rougher than a gravel driveway, but the earliest
versions (aka the W460) were rugged and relatively simple off-roaders, sort of like a
German Land Rover. Mercedes-Benz didn’t market the W460 in America, as we iden-
tified the three-pointed star with luxury and high-performance, whereas this was a
spartan runabout with underpowered four-, five-, and six-cylinder gas or diesel en-
gines. W460s are therefore pretty rare here.

Several huge sales over the past 12 months have been impossible to ignore, howev-
er, and it appears the W460 is gaining a big following. Current values vary widely de-
pending on body style, engine, and model year. Certain hardtop wagon models can
be had for under $40K in excellent condition, while certain convertibles are nearly 90
grand.
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https://www.hagerty.com/valuation-tools/search?q=mercedes-benz+230g&p=1&st=ymm

Olympic Vintage Auto Club
P.O. Box 1614
Silverdale, WA 98383
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